
                      WHY
THIS MASTER’S
PROGRAM ?

However ,  as  is  shown by count less  successful  examples  of
sustainabi l i ty  or ientated archi tecture  in  the las t  decade,
archi tecture  could also hold a  major  role  in  mit igat ing
environmental  degradat ion and maintaining the l ivabi l i ty  of
our  bui l t  environments  through adaptat ion s t ra tegies .

Master's of Architecture Program

Overview 
Archi tecture  is  f i rs t  and foremost  about  dwell ing on the
ear th .  In  an era  in  which ear th  is  facing major
transformations due to  c l imate  change,  pol lut ion and
resource exhaust ion,  the archi tecture  profession should also
evolve to  respond to  these changes.  

In  fact ,  archi tecture ,  and more
general ly ,  the construct ion
industry bear  a  large share  of
the responsibi l i ty  in  the
overal l  deter iorat ion of  the
environment .  

I t  i s  in  this  l ight  that  the Archi tecture  Department  a t  Dar  
 Al-Hekma wishes to  take i ts  responsibi l i t ies  in  this  regard
and propose The Archi tecture  Department’s  Master  of
Archi tecture  program has been establ ished to  contr ibute  to
develop the knowledge and ski l ls  of  archi tectural
professionals  to  prepare them to design sustainable
biocl imat ic  archi tecture  and to  opt imize the ecological
performance of  bui ldings.  

The Master ' s  program equips  s tudents  with the pr inciples
and methods of  biocl imat ic  archi tectural  design and the
technical  knowledge and ski l ls—including the use of  proper
simulat ion sof tware—to assess  and opt imize the performance
of  bui ldings in  terms of  energy and mater ia l  consumption,
greenhouse gas  emissions and the qual i ty  of  indoor
environments .



THE
ARCHITECTURE    

DEPARTMENT
The Department

Mission
The Archi tecture  Department  a ims at  graduat ing “creat ive
professionals  equipped with the necessary design,  research
and leadership ski l ls  in  order  to  contr ibute  to  the cater ing and
product ion of  more sustainable  bui l t  environments .”

A Brief History
In  2011,  Dar  Al-Hekma Universi ty  founded the Archi tecture
Department ,  which,  a long with the Fashion Department ,
joined the Visual  Communicat ions and the Inter ior  Design
departments  in  the Hekma School  of  Design and
Archi tecture .  I ts  Bachelor  of  Archi tecture  program was
developed in  col laborat ion with the Universi ty  of  Colorado,
Denver .

I ts  impactful  entrance in  the
archi tectural  educat ion scene
in Jeddah has  been widely
recognized.  In  2018,  the
department  launched i ts
Master  of  Archi tecture
program. 

In 2021-2022,  the Archi tecture  Department  engaged in  a
f ive-year  review of  i ts  programs.  This  led to  a  change in  the
direct ion of  the Master  of  Archi tecture  in  the direct ion of
special izat ion.  Hence,  i ts  focus set t led on biocl imat ic
archi tecture  and the design of  ecological  bui ldings.

In the las t  decade the Archi tecture  Department  has
graduated 323 s tudents  and present ly  has  104 s tudents  a t
master’s  and bachelor’s  levels .



Faculty
Since i ts  incept ion,  the Archi tecture  Department  a imed to
have a  wide divers i ty  of  facul ty  members .  The internat ional
divers i ty  of  i ts  facul ty ,  as  wel l  as  that  of  the univers i t ies
where they s tudied,  offer  s tudents  exposure to  a  r ich var ie ty
of  archi tectural  cul tures .  This  provides  the s tudents  with an
opening to  the world and to  mult iple  ways of  approaching
archi tecture .  

In  i ts  his tory,  the Archi tecture
Department  has  hosted facul ty
from different  nat ional i t ies ,
with degrees  f rom leading
univers i t ies  in  USA, UK,
Europe,  Austral ia ,  East  and
South Asia  and the Middle  East .  

Our  facul ty 's  teaching and research interests  vary from a
focus on archi tecture  and design theories  to  that  on bui lding
technologies ,  digi ta l  technologies ,  construct ion management
and professional  pract ice ,  bui l t  her i tage conservat ion,  urban
and sustainabi l i ty  issues .

Facul ty  members  have different  ranks ranging from
professors  to  lecturers  and cater  to  the teaching needs of  the
Bachelor’s  and Master’s  programs.  They organize and
implement  a  wide divers i ty  of  out-of-class  teaching
act ivi t ies  and are  heavi ly  involved in  the community l i fe  of
the department .  

Facilities
The wing of  the Archi tecture  Department  contains
archi tectural  s tudios ,  c lassrooms,  digi ta l  labs ,  a  Model  Shop,
a  Mater ia ls’  Library room, facul ty  and s taff  off ices  and
design jury spaces .  Other  faci l i t ies  accommodated on the
main campus of  DAH include a  l ibrary,  c lassrooms,  a
pr int ing lab,  and a  resource room. 

Soon,  a  new Imnovat ion Lab wil l  s tar t  operat ing on campus
to support  innovators  and entrepreneurs  seeking to  develop
and produce prototypes.  



       THE MASTER'S
PROGRAM

Program Mission
To graduate  sustainabi l i ty-commit ted and innovat ive
professionals  able  to  produce adept  c l imate-responsive design
solut ions to  the chal lenges of  the ecological  t ransi t ion in
archi tecture .
 

 What would you
able to do ? 

Outl ine a  var ie ty  of  biocl imat ic  and green archi tectural
design pr inciples  that  wil l  a l low for  a  response to
ecological  chal lenges in  the archi tectural  f ie ld .   
Discuss  a  divers i ty  of  innovat ive technologies  that  wil l
ra ise  the ecological  performance of  bui ldings.  

Examine cr i t ical ly  s takeholders’  discourses  on
sustainable  archi tecture  and urbanism and ident i fy
appropriate  biocl imat ic  and ecological  approaches to
specif ic  contexts .  
Analyze contextual ,  social  and environmental  factors ,
ident i fy  chal lenges to  socio-ecological  t ransi t ions at
mult iple  spat ia l  scales ,  and use a  divers i ty  of
methodological  approaches.  
Use relevant  analysis  and s imulat ion tools  to  assess  a
bui lding’s  ecological  performance at  the level  of  i ts
l i fe  cycle ,  energy performance and indoor
environmental  qual i ty .  
 Develop innovat ive biocl imat ic  archi tectural  designs
to answer contemporary social  and environmental
chal lenges.   
Communicate  biocl imat ic  archi tecture  design solut ions
eff ic ient ly  and creat ively.  

Demonstrate  a  professional  a t t i tude with a  propensi ty
for  independence,  cur iosi ty  and col lect ive ini t ia t ive.   
Demonstrate  a  s t rong commitment  to  sustainabi l i ty  a t
both social  and ecological  levels .

https://qrco.de/bdP5C9
https://qrco.de/bdP5C9


Plan of Study 

Admission Criteria 



CAREER
PROSPECTS    

The Master ' s  of  Archi tecture  would mainly al low graduates:

To take higher  responsibi l i t ies  as  archi tectural
designers  and project  managers  in  archi tectural
f i rms and off ices .

To act  as  an independent  consul tant  in  archi tectural
sustainabi l i ty ,  providing ta i lored consul tancy
services  to  these f i rms and off ices .

To join as  highly ski l led professionals  special ized
local  and nat ional  publ ic  inst i tut ions working on
issues  of  sustainabi l i ty  in  the frame of  Vision 2030.

To become entrepreneurs  and developers  in  a
growing market  where ecological ly  sensi t ive
bui ldings are  in  increasing demand.

To join local  and internat ional  research uni ts
working on bui lding sustainabi l i ty .

To seek a  PhD degree in  the f ie ld  of  archi tecture .

 

.


