
     WHY
ARCHIT
ECTURE
AT DAH

I f  you are  interested in  a  career  where every project  is  a
journey of  discovery and an intel lectual  chal lenge,  i f  you are
curious,  open-minded,  creat ive and passionate  about  f inding
solut ions for  a  bet ter  way for  humanity to  inhabi t  this  world
… then maybe archi tecture  is  r ight  for  you!

Bachelor of Architecture Program

Why Architecture?
Archi tecture  is  about  imagining,  producing,  t ransforming
and conserving the bui l t  environment  that  makes the world
we l ive in .  I t  i s  an ancient  discipl ine that  a l lowed the
product ion of  the marvelous monuments  and spaces  that
embody human civi l izat ion in  i ts  greatest  expression and
ambit ion.  I t  i s  the discipl ine that  wil l  a lso be def ining the
spaces we wil l  be l iving in  in  the future .

As a discipl ine,  archi tecture
is  based on a  subt le  balance
between scient i f ic ,  physical
and social  knowledge and
creat ive ski l ls .  You wil l  learn
how to analyze a  place’s
social ,  cul tural ,  economic and
environmental  dimensions,
how to imagine solut ions that   
cater  to  human spat ia l  needs
(for  homes,  workplaces ,
services ,  le isure  spaces ,  e tc . )
while  protect ing the
environment ,  and how to make
these solut ions technical ly
robust  to  s tand the t r ia l  of
t ime.

?



Why DAH?
Founded in  1999,  Dar  Al-Hekma (DAH) has  grown to be one
of  the leading univers i t ies  in  Jeddah and Saudi  Arabia .  I ts
midsize integrated campus makes i t  a  human-scale  univers i ty
with a  s t rong sense of  community.  I t  i s  an environment
where i t  i s  possible  to  nurture  personal  development ,
creat ivi ty ,  scient i f ic  research and social  engagement .

Since i ts  foundat ion,  DAH
has been dedicated to  the
cause of  women’s
educat ion.  I t  has  graduated
professionals  who have
become leaders  and
entrepreneurs  of  change in
their  f ie lds  and in  Saudi
society.  In  recent  years ,  i t
has  opened i ts  Master’s
programs to  men.

In 2021,  DAH set  i ts  new f ive-year  s t ra tegic  plan,  which
puts  an even s t ronger  emphasis  on educat ional  qual i ty ,
creat ivi ty ,  innovat ion and posi t ive societal  impact .  

Hence,  i f  you are  interested in  a  qual i ty  educat ion in  a  r ich
and engaging social  environment  and a  forward-looking
inst i tut ion,  DAH may wel l  be what  you need.  



THE
ARCHITECTURE    

DEPARTMENT
The Department

Mission
The Archi tecture  Department  a ims at  graduat ing “creat ive
professionals  equipped with the necessary design,  research
and leadership ski l ls  in  order  to  contr ibute  to  the cater ing and
product ion of  more sustainable  bui l t  environments .”
 

A Brief History
In  2011,  Dar  Al-Hekma Universi ty  founded the Archi tecture
Department ,  which,  a long with the Fashion Department ,
joined the Visual  Communicat ions and Inter ior  Design
departments  in  the Hekma School  of  Design and
Archi tecture .  I ts  Bachelor  of  Archi tecture  program was
developed in  col laborat ion with the Universi ty  of  Colorado,
Denver .

I ts  impactful  entrance in  the
archi tectural  educat ion scene
in Jeddah has  been widely
recognized.  In  2018,  the
department  launched i ts
Master  of  Archi tecture
program. 

In 2021-2022,  the Archi tecture  Department  engaged in  a
f ive-year  review of  i ts  programs.  This  led to  a  change in  the
direct ion of  the Master  of  Archi tecture  in  the direct ion of
special izat ion.  Hence,  i t  became focused on biocl imat ic
archi tecture  and the design of  ecological  bui ldings.

In the las t  decade the Archi tecture  Department  has
graduated 323 s tudents  and present ly  has  104 s tudents  a t  the
master’s  and bachelor’s  levels .



Faculty
Since i ts  incept ion,  the Archi tecture  Department  a imed to
have a  wide divers i ty  of  facul ty  members .  The internat ional
divers i ty  of  i ts  facul ty ,  as  wel l  as  the var ied univers i t ies
where thy s tudied,  offers  s tudents  exposure to  a  r ich var ie ty
of  archi tectural  cul tures .  This  provides  the s tudents  with an
opening to  the world and to  mult iple  ways of  approaching
archi tecture .  

In  i ts  his tory,  the Archi tecture
Department  has  hosted facul ty
from different  nat ional i t ies ,
with degrees  f rom leading
univers i t ies  in  USA, UK,
Europe,  Austral ia ,  East  and
South Asia  and the Middle  East .  

Our  facul ty 's  teaching and research interests  vary from a
focus on archi tecture  and design theories  to  that  on bui lding
technologies ,  digi ta l  technologies ,  construct ion management
and professional  pract ice ,  bui l t  her i tage conservat ion,  urban
and sustainabi l i ty  issues .

Facul ty  members  have different  ranks,  ranging from
professors  to  lecturers  and cater  to  the teaching needs of  the
Bachelor’s  and Master’s  programs.  They organize and
implement  a  wide divers i ty  of  out-of-class  teaching
act ivi t ies  and are  heavi ly  involved in  the community l i fe  of
the Archi tecture  Department .  

Facilities
The wing of  the Archi tecture  Department  contains
archi tectural  s tudios ,  c lassrooms,  digi ta l  labs ,  a  Model  Shop,
a  Mater ia ls’  Library room, facul ty  and s taff  off ices  and
design jury spaces .  Other  faci l i t ies  accommodated on the
main campus of  DAH include a  l ibrary,  c lassrooms,  a
pr int ing lab,  and a  resource room. 

Soon,  a  new Imnovat ion Lab wil l  s tar t  operat ing on campus
to support  innovators  and entrepreneurs  seeking to  develop
and produce prototypes.   
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OF ARCHITECTURE     
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CAREER
PROSPECTS    

The f ie ld  of  archi tecture  is  a  very large one,  offer ing many
potent ia l  professional  opportuni t ies .  I t  in tersects  with other
—mainly ar t is t ic  and design-oriented—fields .  I t  a lso covers
different  sub-domains that  s tem from i t  and develop as
separate  special izat ions in  their  own r ight .  Hence,  a
graduate  with a  bachelor 's  of  archi tecture  degree has  the
knowledge and ski l ls  that  wil l  a l low her:

To join the Saudi  Counci l  of
Engineers  and work as  an
employee in  publ ic  inst i tut ions
and pr ivate  companies  or  as  an
independent  consul tant  and
entrepreneur ,  in  the capaci ty
of  a  professional  archi tectural
designer ,  a  real-estate
developer ,  a  project  manager
or  an audi tor .  She can also
work as  an inter ior  or  graphic
designer ,  an event  organizer ,  a
photographer ,  an ar t is t ,  and a
journal is t  special ized in  the
archi tectural  f ie ld .

To seek a  special ized professional  Master ' s  degree and
work in  one of  the sub-f ie lds  of :  sustainable  bui ldings
science,  urban planning,  urban design,  landscape
archi tecture ,  construct ion management ,  real-estate
development  and management ,  conservat ion of  her i tage
bui ldings,  industr ia l  design,  scenography,  digi ta l
fabr icat ion,  l ight ing design and acoust ical  design.  

To seek a  research-oriented Master ' s  degree in  the
f ie lds  of  the theory and his tory of  archi tecture  and
urban s tudies  to  become a researcher ,  and possibly la ter
on cont inue doctoral  s tudies  and work as  univers i ty
professor .



The goal  of  the program is  to  create a culture where al l
students  help and support  each other by connecting senior
students  (Big Sister)  with freshman and sophomore students
(Small  Sister) .  

COMMUNITY
LIFE   

The Architecture Department has a rich community l i fe
where students  are involved in organizing col lect ive act ivit ies
and providing support  to each other.

In each studio in the Architecture Department,  a  student
volunteers  to be the voice of  her batch.  The student
representatives  are responsible  for effect ively l istening to,
compil ing,  and communicating the concerns and views of  al l
the students  they represent ,  taking these views to meetings
with faculty and the Chair of  the Architecture Department to
bring about posit ive change in the department.

This  c lub is  a  student-run design club that  provides
educational  and enjoyable act ivit ies  where students  can
exchange ideas and network.  Meetings are held twice a month
on Tuesdays.  Students  are involved in various act ivit ies ,
including talks and discussions with former students  and
experienced designers/architects ,  sketching trips,
brainstorming sessions,  and movie nights .

Student Representative Council

The Big & Small Sister Mentorship

.dwg Architecture & Design Club


